WHAT THEOSOPHY IS              l7
(). Does the T. 5. o6;^ to its members' following any
particular religion ?
Ans. Certainly not. It has persons of all religions as
its members. (c Pare thoughts, pure words, pure deeds "
being the sum total of all religions, he who practises these
in one religion can be considered a follower of any other
or all religions.
Q. Are there any points of difference between Theos"
ophy and what is ordinarily called a religion ?
Ans. There are two points of difference. The first is
that Theosophy does not demand blind faith from its
followers. They are asked either to know a thing by
experience, reasoning or intuition, or suspend judgment
about it. As beginners naturally cannot know for them-
selves, they are asked to accept as probable the statements
made by experts till they can themselves verify them and
convince themselves of their truth.
The second point of difference is that Theosopby
does not try to convert any man from the religion he holds
and does not emphasise the superiority of one religion
over others. On the contrary, it explains to him the inner
and deeper meanings of statements and ceremonies of his
own 'religion, arouses in him a deeper appreciation of his
faith than what he possessed before he took up its study,
teaches him to live his religion better than he did before,
and in many cases gives him back, on a more intelligent
basis and a higher level, the faith in it which he had all but
lost.
The cardinal policy of the Theosophical Society,
maintained since its inception, has been that differences of
religious belief are to be respected. Finding the same great
truths as to life, death and conduct enshrined in all great
religions, the Society seeks to work for all religions rather
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